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Miyahara awarded Japan’s medal
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Mr. Maki Hiroyuki Miyahara, left, receives the Japanese government medal
and the certificate from Consul General Junichi Ihara at the Official
residence of the Consul General of Japan on July 21, 2011. (Cultural News
Photo)
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The Government of Japan announced the recipients of its Spring 2011 Decorations
including Mr. Maki Hiroyuki Miyahara, 90-year-old of Hacienda Heights, former president of
the Kendo Federation of the United States of America.

Mr. Miyahara is awarded with “The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays,” because
he has contributed to the promotion of Kendo and the enhancement of friendly relations
between Japan and the U.S.

He is also former president of the Southern California Kendo Federation, and an advisor to
All United States Kendo Federation

The conferment ceremony for Mr. Miyahara will be held in Los Angeles.

Mr. Miyahara was born in Montebello, California, in 1921. At the age of 11, he started
learning kendo from his father, who was teaching at six dojos and instructed him in a strict
manner.

He has been involved in kendo since that time - nearly 80 years. At present, he holds the
title grade of hanshi 8-dan, and his kendo skill is without comparison in the United States.

After having worked for GHQ in Japan following World War II, he returned to the United
States in 1954. He worked at a private company as an architectural engineer, all the while
teaching kendo at multiple dojos.

He is still teaching today, at the age of 90. He has held prominent positions at the Kendo
Federation of the United States of America and at the All United States Kendo Federation.

Mr. Miyahara was a principle advocate of the promotion and development of kendo
throughout America. At the same time, he involved himself deeply in the training and
guidance of kendo students. Through kendo, he contributed to U.S.-Japan sports friendship
and goodwill.

As executive secretary and president of the Kendo Federation of America, he contributed
to the dissemination of kendo inside and outside the United States.

In 1974, he took a group of children kendoists to Japan; and in the same year, not
hindered by borders, he led seminars in Canada and Mexico, as well as in the United
States.

What is more, in 1976, he coached the American team at the Third World Kendo
Championship, held in London, and led them to a stunning 3rd place team victory. He
promoted and spread kendo throughout the entire United States and expanded sports
exchange and friendship between the U.S. and Japan.

Mr. Miyahara’s influence was not only strong nation-wide but in local kendo organizations.
In 1973, he initiated the creation of official by-laws for the Southern California Kendo
Federation, greatly helping the establishment of that Federation in its formative
operations, as well.

He has remained an advisor to SCKF year after year until the present time. He was also

largely responsible for the great success of the Second World Kendo Championships, held
in California in 1973.
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By giving great lessons to kendoists, and as advisor and president to the Southern
California Kendo Federation, he has made great contributions to the emergence and

development of kendo in southern California. He has been teaching the art of kendo and

investing in the lives of kendoists throughout his entire life, strongly aspiring to the wider
understanding and development of kendo.

He seeks to convey and prove the worth of continual practice and resolute focus in any
endeavor by giving his own life’'s all to kendo training and to his students.
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o Face of Jizo
o Madame Butterfly
e 5510 Hollywood Show Biz - Theater
o Complex
e 5700 Grateful Crane Ensemble
o 2017 1Jan 04 Fukushima Tomodachi Honda Concert
e 5800 Dance
o Ken Dance Company
» 0203 Genesis of Yamato
* 5900 Perforing_Artist
o Ho Daniel
o Kojima Chieko
o Kosaka Kazuhiro
o Nakamura Gankyo
o 00I0O
e 6000 Language - Cultural Programs
o 01 Antique & Kimono
09 Geisha
10 Japanese Studies
11 Japanese Language
» 10 Kydod System Schools
» 20 Japanese Language Scholarship / Aurora Foundation
» 30 Japan Foundation Nihongo

[¢]

o

o

o 12 Cross Cultural Program

o 13 Hinamatsuri

o 14 Japanese Stories

o 15 Cherry Blossom Festival

o 15 Oshogatsu - New Years's Day
o 16 Bon Odori

o 16 Nebuta

o

17 Hybrid Japanese Culture
= 10 Fandang Obon
20 Manga
21 Novel
22 Shikishi
23 Oshogastu New Year's Day
30 Tanabata
35 Hanamatsuri
36 Shikoku 88 Temple Pilgrimage
37 Jizo
40 Shinto
60 Rakugo
70 English Haiku and Tanka
80 History
81 Hiroshima Nagasaki
82 Okinawa
o 90 Tale of Genji
e 6100 Tea Culture
o 10 Urasenke Association
o 50 Glendale / Shoseian
o 50 Pasadena / Niko an

O 0O 0O 0O 0O O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O 0 o
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e 6300 Buddhism

o

o

[e]

10 Zen Buddhism

» 10 Zenshuji Soto Mission
20 Esoteric Buddhism

» 10 Koyasan Buddhist Temple
= 2017 1)Jan 01 Fire Rite

30 Japanese Buddhism
» 10 Nishi Hongwanji Los Angeles Betsuin

= 11 Senshin Buddhist Temple

e 6500 Kawaii Culture

o

[e]

o

10 Hello Kitty

30 Sebastian Masuda

31 Time After Time Capsule

e 7000 Budo

o

o

O O O O O

o

10 Kendo
30 Karate
= 30 Shotokan Karate of America

35 Shorinji Kempo

40 Aikido

50 laido

50 Japanese Sword Art
60 Sumo

70 Kyudo

. 8000 Film

O 0O 0O 0O O 0O 0O O O

[e]

10 Samurai Films

20 Postwar Japan

30 Japanese contemporary

31 Documentary about USA

40 Japanese Anime

50 American Films - Japan Theme

51 Germany Films - Japan Theme
60 Japan-US Films

70 Japaese Documentary

80 Japanese TV Drama

90 Short Film

. 8100 Film Title

O O O O ©O

o

Behind THE COVE

Cinema Kabuki

Mifune The Last Samurai
Nagasaki Memories of My Son
Paper Lanterns

The Last Excuse

Your Name

e 8200 Filmmaker

o

o

o

o

o

Frechette Barry
Kurosawa Akira
Okazaki Steven
Shinkai Makoto
Yagi Keiko

e 8300 Film Festival

o

50 Newport Beach Film Festival
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e 8300 Film Release in Los Angeles

o

2016

e 9000 Japan Cultural Community

o

O 0O 0O 0O 0O O 0O 0O 0O O 0O O 0 o

o

90

01 Naomi Hirahara
01 Seki Sunny
02 Sei Fujii
08 Aurora Foundation
09 Grateful Crane Ensemble
10 Keiro Retirement Home / Sale of Facilities
14 Budokan of Los Angeles
15 Japan related associations
18 Nikkei Women Legacy Assoication
20 Gardener and Japanese Garden
21 Hapa - Mixed-race Asian American
23 Nikkei Games
24 Nisei Generation
25 Nisei Soldier
25 Welfare

» 10 Homeless
26 Hibakusha in US

» 50 Shadows for Peace
27 Peace Program
28 Asian American Studies
28 Fandango Obon
29 Bon Odori or Ondo
80 Obituary
90 Philanthropy
91 Nibei Foundation Powerful Networking / Japan Study Club
92 UCLA Terasaki Community Outreach Program Fund

0 Japanese American Wartime Experience

O o 0 0o 0o Ofm o0 O o O O O o o

o

09 Day of Remembrance

10 Manzanar

10 Tule Lake

11 Children in Camp / Satsuki Ina

12 George Takei's Allegiance Broadway Musical
20 Farm Labor Camp

90 FDR Presidentail Library in New York

9050 Los Angeles Japanese Community

o

10 Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Southern California

9100 Japan America Society of Southern California

9100 Little Tokyo

(o]

O O O O O

o

05 Oshogatsu Event
» 30 Namahage LA
20 Los Angeles Tanabata Festival
41 Little Tokyo Book Festival
50 Little Tokyo Sparkle
60 Japanese Community Pioneer Center
70 Koyasan Buddhist Temple
71 Zenshuji Soto Mission

9100 Little Tokyo Historical Society

o

10 Imagine Little Tokyo - Short Story Contest

http://www.culturalnews.com/?p=4926

11/12


http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4946
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4662
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=1691
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3559
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4454
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4154
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4438
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3806
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4324
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4546
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3410
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3757
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4841
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3579
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4647
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3786
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3474
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4815
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4816
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4678
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4714
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4668
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4262
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4740
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=1815
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=520
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=391
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=256
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4377
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=64
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5110
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4539
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5614
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4764
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5104
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4767
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5198
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4994
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3832
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=2495
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=3492
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5001
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5003
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4687
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4715
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4894
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4903
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4996
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=5043
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4199
http://www.culturalnews.com/?cat=4524

12/21/2018 2011 / Kendo master Maki Hiroyuki Miyahara awarded Japan’'s medal | culturalnews.com

e 9100 Little Tokyo Service Center
e 9200 Japanese Community Centers
o 10 Pasadena Japanese Cultural Institute
o 31 Sawtelle Reunion
o 60 Orange County Buddhist Church
* 9300 Kenjin Kai - Prefecural Association
o 01 Okinawa Association
o 05 Kumamoto
o 20 Yamaguchi Kanjinkai
* 9330 Japanese Association / Group
o 50 Rinri Hojinkai
e 9400 Sister Cities
o 10 Torrance - Kashiwa Chiba
o 50 Santa Barbara - Toba Mie
o Chiba
e 9500 Award from Japanese Government
o 2016 Fall Kunsho - Kay Kayoko Inose
o 2016 Fall Kunsho - Tak Takehiro Nishi
* 9900 Japan
o 10 Hiroshima
» 10 Shadows for Peace
» 30 Paper Crane
» 40 Green Legacy Hiroshima
» 50 Obama's Histric Visit
20 Okinawa
30 World War Il
40 Kyoto
70 Japan Foundation Traveling Exhibition
» 10 Yakishime 2016
89 Friendship Doll Exchange
o 91 Japan - US Relations
= 10 Frederik Schodt
o 92 Japan - World Relations
e Uncategorized

O O O O

o
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